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Welcome to the April 2026 edition of the Leeds Local Offer ebulletin. 

The ebulletin is an opportunity for us to share with you an update for the Leeds Area SEND and AP Partnership Board, service updates, opportunities and events for children, young people, parents, carers and professionals. 

We encourage you to share the information within your teams and with children, young people and families you are working with. 

· SEND and Inclusion Transformation update
· Service updates
· Events and groups for families
· Voice and influence opportunities 
· Professionals – resources, opportunities and events 

Previous editions of the ebulletin can be found here: https://tinyurl.com/ebulletinLLO 

If you have any stories, service updates, groups or events that you would like us to feature in a future issue you can send them to me at LLO@leeds.gov.uk. 
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	Following an increase in demands on the service and workforce challenges resulting in a drop in statutory performance, Leeds City Council assessed its EHC assessment, planning and annual review processes to identify key opportunities for change. The review identified areas for improvement in the Council’s communications, processes, support provided, and consistency in approaches.

We’ve now developed several improvements, and the programme is moving into everyday business. Our focus is now on embedding these changes to support the Council’s vision that children and young people in Leeds with SEND have the best possible start in life and equal opportunities to learn. 

You can read more about these changes on the SEND and Inclusion transformation page.

As part of this transition, the temporary EHCP Review inbox has now closed. The inbox was set up specifically to support the transformation work. Moving back to our standard contact routes will help ensure queries reach the correct teams more quickly and consistently.

Please use the usual support and contacts:
· Your school’s Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Coordinator (SENDCO) 
· Your school’s Family Support Worker (if applicable) 
· Leeds SEND Local Offer | Leeds Local Offer
· The Leeds Parent Carer Forum 
· The SEND Information Advice and Support Services (SENDIASS) sendiass@leeds.gov.uk or call 0113 378 5020
· For general enquiries and more information about EHCPs, monitoring and quality assurance, you can contact SENSAP by emailing SENSAP@leeds.gov.uk or calling 0113 376 0062.

Following the announcement of the SEND reforms in The Schools White Paper 2026: Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) Reform, the transformation team will now begin planning the next phase of improvements for SEND in Leeds.
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Service updates / information

	Leeds Local Offer – join the new WhatsApp channel
We have launched a new WhatsApp channel for families to find out about…
· Local Offer developments
· SEND service updates
· Events for families

Join the WhatsApp channel here: https://tinyurl.com/LLOWhatsApp


	Health workshops: recordings
Colleagues from Health, in collaboration with the Leeds Parent Carer Forum, are hosting a series of online information workshops for parents and carers.

The sessions cover topics such as:
· Leeds Teaching Hospitals Learning Disability and Autism Team (October 2025)
· Health services in Leeds (February 2026)
· CYPMHS / CAMHS (May 2026)
· Health Screening (July 2026)

All workshops are delivered online, and recordings can be accessed here.  
 

	Lighthouse Futures Trust: Supported Internships
Lighthouse Futures Trust is an innovative specialist college and registered charity supporting young adults aged 16–25 with an EHCP (Education, Health & Care Plan) to develop confidence, life skills and employability so they can move into sustainable, paid employment.

· Supported Internships – Work-based internship programmes working with inclusive local employers, helping interns gain real work experience and skills with tailored support.
· Pre-Internships – College-based pathways for those who need more time building employability skills before moving into workplace internships.
· Connect programme (new for 2025) – A transitional programme offering short placements and community-based opportunities for young people preparing to enter supported internships.
· Enrichment and support - Including one-to-one mentoring, workshops, employer visits, enterprise projects and wellbeing support.
· Open Events & Taster Visits – Regular events where families, young people and professionals can visit Carlton House, meet the team and find out more about our programmes.

Training & Resources
Lighthouse Futures Trust work with employers to promote inclusive workplaces and offer information and guidance around SEND employment pathways. The college supports learners in gaining functional Maths & English qualifications alongside vocational skills.

Find out more: 
· Website: https://lighthousefuturestrust.org.uk/
· Email: info@lighthousefuturestrust.org.uk
· Tel: 0113 340 0006


	The PHAB Club are looking for volunteer minibus drivers
The PHAB Club are seeking friendly, reliable volunteer drivers to transport members, both able-bodied and those with disabilities, to the PHAB Club at Prince Philip Centre Leeds 7. 

If you enjoy driving, making a positive impact, can spare a few hours each week, this opportunity is perfect for you! 

What you’ll do
· Drive a fully accessible minibus.
· Help passengers board safely.
· Provide essential transport for social outings Join a team of dedicated volunteers.

Requirements
· Commitment to some Friday evenings.
· Valid clean driving license.
· Aged 25-75 years.

PHAB provides MIDAS training, Safeguarding and Basic First Aid. 

For further information contact Ann Hart on 01937 573 722 or email ann.hartphab@btinternet.com 
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	SEND parent carer monthly information drop-in
A monthly drop in for parents and carers to speak to services to receive information and advice about what is available in Leeds to support their family.

· Leeds Local Offer
· SENDIASS
· Leeds Parent Carer Forum
· Carers Leeds
· Little Hiccups
· Child Health and Disability Team (CHAD)
· Leeds Speech and Language Service
· SEND Coordinators, Family Hubs

Dates and times of drop in
· Wednesday 13th May 2026, 10.30 till 12.30 at The Old Fire Station, Gipton Approach, Leeds, LS9 6NL
· Wednesday 10th June 2026, 10.30 till 12.30 at Horsforth Library Building, Town Street, Horsforth, Leeds, LS18 5BL
· Wednesday 8th July 2026, 10.30 till 12.30 at The Welcome Centre, Belle Isle Rd, Belle Isle, Leeds, LS10 3DN 

Book your place at the drop in here: https://surveys.leeds.gov.uk/s/InfoDropIn/

If you require further information about the drop in sessions email LLO@leeds.gov.uk,  follow the Leeds Local Offer facebook page or WhatsApp channel. 


	The SNAPS Superhero Challenge 2026!
The SNAPS Superhero Challenge is an inclusive ‘fun run’ style event which gives children with additional needs the chance to feel like a superhero for the day. This combined with lots of entertainment and activities means the perfect day out for all ages and abilities!  
 
The event is a fun-filled morning for the whole family: 
· Date: Sunday 31 May, 10.30am till 12.30pm 
· Cost: Registration fee: £0 to £12 (depending on registration option) 
· Venue: John Charles Centre for Sport, Middleton Grove, Belle Isle, Leeds LS11 5DJ 

For more information and tickets visit: The SNAPS Superhero Challenge 2026 | SNAPS Yorkshire
 
A fun filled morning for all the family:
· Giant bouncy castle & inflatable soft play
· Meet Super Girl, Super Mario & other superheroes
· Face painting
· Arts & crafts
· Pre-event warm up
· Inclusive sport sessions
· Games & sensory play
· and more!!

Each child will receive a superhero cape to wear on the day, goody bag and medal.   
 
Every child will decide on their own distance target for the event. They may choose to go halfway round, the full way round or keep going many times. They can walk, run or wheel* around the track being cheered on to the finish line where they will receive their own challenge medal!
 
*only applies to accessibility aids such as wheelchairs, walkers, pushchairs. 


	DEX (Deaf Experience) free groups for young people
DEX (Deaf Experience) are inviting deaf and hard of hearing young people (11 to 30 years old) from Yorkshire to join their free groups and activities. 

· DEX Deaf Youth Hub (ages 11–17)
· DEX Deaf Youth Council (ages 17–30)
· FREE events, outreach sessions, advocacy support & travel help
· Open to all deaf young people, with any communication method

Want to join or refer someone?
· Website: www.dex.org.uk
· Email: contact@dex.org.uk
· Tel: 07482 228429

	Social Communication and Interaction (Including Autism) Team Parent/Professional Training Sessions 2025-26

Preparation for adulthood (session 4: employment)
· Date: Wednesday 6th May 2026
· Time: 9.45am till 11.15am
· Venue: online

This session is suitable for parents and professionals who are currently supporting young people to identify their strengths and interests and how this can inform their aspirations for the future. 

The training will explore resources and approaches to plan the steps to employment such as preparing for an interview through to opportunities in employment and how to effectively self- advocate in the workplace and request adjustments.

Keeping autistic children and young people safe online
· Date: Wednesday 3rd June 2026
· Time: 9.15am till 11.15am
· Venue: online

This session is suitable for parents and professionals who are currently supporting children and young people to navigate the online world safely. 

The workshop will explore the importance of online media to autistic identity and wellbeing- to build positive connections and communities. During the workshop discussions will take place to explore how to monitor the safe use of online platforms and understand vulnerabilities when young people access these. There will be a focus on the current themes present in harmful online content and how to support young people to navigate these safely.

For parents to book please email leedsforlearning@leeds.gov.uk with your name, email and training date you would like to be booked on.
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opportunities for young people, parents and carers to have their voices heard. 

	New Government White Paper on Schools & SEND Reform (survey)
The government has published a new white paper outlining its vision for improving education and support for all children and young people, including those with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND).

‘Every Child Achieving and Thriving’ sets out plans to:
· broaden children’s school experiences
· make sure every child feels included
· strengthen connections between schools, children, and their communities

Alongside this, the ‘6,500 Additional Teachers Delivery Plan’ shares how the government intends to recruit 6,500 more teachers to support these ambitions.

Information can be found here: Every child achieving and thriving - GOV.UK

The SEND Reform: Putting Children and Young People First consultation is also now open, giving families, professionals, and anyone with an interest the chance to share their views on the proposed changes

Complete the consultation here: SEND reform: putting children and young people first - GOV.UK

The Council welcomes the announcements around SEND reforms made by the Government today and will be studying the detail to see how, at a system level, we can deliver improvements to current arrangements for supporting children with additional needs. We look forward to working closely with the Government to turn these commitments into real change for families in Leeds.


	Proposal on support for pupils with medical conditions at school (survey)
The Department for Education has opened a consultation on proposed updates to the statutory guidance on supporting pupils with medical conditions at school. 
The consultation seeks views on proposals to strengthen the way children and young people with medical conditions and allergies are supported and kept safe. 
This consultation will end on 1 May 2026.


	Join the New Leeds Youth Voice WhatsApp Channel
The Voice, Influence and Change Team are excited to announce the launch of the Leeds Youth Voice WhatsApp Channel!

The WhatsApp channel is a space for young people, parents, carers and those working with young people to:
· Find out about opportunities to have a say.
· Influence decisions, projects and services that shape life for young people in Leeds.
· Stay updated on events, activities, and ways to get involved.
 
Who it is for
· Young people aged 13+
· Parents and carers
· Professionals working with young people

By joining, you’ll get quick updates, news, and chances to make your voice heard on what matters most to young people in Leeds.
 
Join the WhatsApp Channel here: https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029VbBfAB12ER6ktN1Mlu2W


	Leeds SEND Youth Council
The Leeds SEND Youth Council is a group of young people aged 11 to 25 years old with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) who live in Leeds or attend school in Leeds.

What is involved? 
· A group of young people aged 11 to 25 years old with special educational needs and disabilities in Leeds.
· They meet twice a month in person, and once a month online.   
· They work on campaigns and projects they are passionate about.  
· Different teams and services from across the city visit the group, provide information and seek their views about what is happening in Leeds for young people with SEND.
· There are opportunities to take part in other youth voice opportunities to influence SEND services in Leeds.

What are the benefits? 
· Learn about and contribute to improving SEND services for young people in Leeds.
· Learn new skills and build new friendships.
· Share ideas and experiences with decision makers.
· Have your say and make a difference!

To get involved email VIC@leeds.gov.uk 

More information about the SEND Youth Council can be found here. 
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resources, opportunities, and events.

	Raising awareness of disabilities 
As part of our work to improve Wish 12, we’re focusing on making Leeds a more inclusive city.

Child Friendly Leeds and the Voice, Influence & Change Team have been collaborating with young people to explore how Leeds can become more welcoming and accessible for those with hidden disabilities.

Young people created artwork that has been developed into three posters, now displayed across Leeds in places such as community hubs and libraries.

More recently, this artwork has also been turned into Microsoft Teams backgrounds for use during online meetings. We’re asking staff to support the campaign by using and promoting these backgrounds, which can be downloaded here: https://tinyurl.com/RADCampaignLeeds 


	University of Leeds: accessible climbing sessions
The Outdoor Education Team at University of Leeds pupils the opportunity to take part in accessible climbing sessions. 

These sessions will be designed with schools to ensure the young people get the most out of their time using the climbing wall and at the same time work towards Nationally recognised climbing schemes like NICAS.

Students will learn a new skill, participate in an Olympic sport and gain a nationally recognised qualification. 

These sessions are being part funded through a collaboration with Austrian Alpine Club UK. With prices as low as £200 per 6 learners for a 6-week programme including logbooks, certificates and badges. 

For more information about the sessions email climbing@leeds.ac.uk 


	Therapeutic Story Writing Groups
Three-day training for staff in setting up Therapeutic Storywriting Groups will be available in the autumn term 2026. 

Therapeutic Storywriting Groups are an evidence-based intervention which use metaphor to support children with social and emotional difficulties. 

The benefits for pupils include improved emotional resilience, a space to process difficult feelings, the development of social skills and improved writing skills.  

Bookings can be made through Leeds for Learning: Therapeutic Storywriting | Leeds for Learning

If you would like any further information, please contact Emily (TSWG Trainer) at emily.jackson@leeds.gov.uk 
 

	Inclusion Advisory Team training (professionals) 
The workshops aim to provide slides and resources that can be used to deliver the training to their school’s parents.

Book your place on the training sessions via Leeds for Learning. 

Schools AET good autism practice primary (tier 2)
· Date: Thursday 23rd April 2026
· Time: 9am till 12.30pm
· Venue: online
· Cost: £161

Using play bricks to support social inclusion 
· Date: Tuesday 28th April 2026
· Time: 9.15am till 11am
· Venue: online
· Cost: £63

Schools AET early years developing good autism practice (tier 2) 
· Date: Tuesday 2nd June 2026
· Time: 9am till 1pm
· Venue: online
· Cost: £161

Schools AET leadership, inclusion and structural reasonable adjustments (tier 3) 
· Date: Thursday 4th June 2026
· Time: 9am till 12.30pm
· Venue: online
· Cost: £161

An introduction to intensive interaction training
· Date: Thursday 4th June 2026
· Time: 9.30am till 11am
· Venue: online
· Cost: £66

An introduction to intensive interaction training
· Date: Thursday 4th June 2026
· Time: 1.30pm till 3pm
· Venue: online
· Cost: £66

Using play bricks to support social inclusion 
· Date: Tuesday 16th June 2026
· Time: 9.15am till 11am
· Venue: online
· Cost: £66

AET schools good autism practice (tier 2)
· Date: Thursday 25th June 2026
· Time: 9am till 12.30pm
· Venue: online
· Cost: £161

AET schools good autism practice (tier 2)
· Date: Tuesday 30th June 2026
· Time: 9am till 12.30pm
· Venue: Tech Nort, Chapel Allerton
· Cost: £161

AET post 16 good autism practice (tier 2)
· Date: Thursday 9th July 2026
· Time: 9am till 12.30pm
· Venue: online
· Cost: £161


	This email has been sent by the Leeds Local Offer Team at Leeds City Council. You are receiving this email as you previously signed up to the Leeds Local Offer Network or are part of one of our existing SEND networks. If you no longer wish to receive our emails, please UNSUBSCRIBE and we will remove you from our mailing list. 
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