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Welcome to the February 2026 edition of the Leeds Local Offer ebulletin. 

The ebulletin is an opportunity for us to share with you an update for the Leeds Area SEND and AP Partnership Board, service updates, opportunities and events for children, young people, parents, carers and professionals. 

We encourage you to share the information within your teams and with children, young people and families you are working with. 

· SEND and Inclusion Transformation update
· Service updates
· Events and groups for families
· Voice and influence opportunities 
· Professionals – resources, opportunities and events 

Previous editions of the ebulletin can be found here: https://tinyurl.com/ebulletinLLO 

If you have any stories, service updates, groups or events that you would like us to feature in a future issue you can send them to me at LLO@leeds.gov.uk. 
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	A number of improvements are now in place, and these changes are now moving into our everyday work.

Following an increase in demands on the service and workforce challenges resulting in a drop in statutory performance, Leeds City Council assessed its EHC assessment, planning and annual review processes to identify key opportunities for change. The review identified areas for improvement in the Council’s communications, processes, support provided, and consistency in approaches.

We’ve now developed several improvements, and the programme is moving into everyday business. Our focus is now on embedding these changes to support the Council’s vision that children and young people in Leeds with SEND have the best possible start in life and equal opportunities to learn. You can read more about these changes on the SEND and Inclusion transformation page.

As part of this transition, the temporary EHCP Review inbox will close on Monday 9 February 2026. The inbox was set up specifically to support the transformation work. Moving back to our standard contact routes will help ensure queries reach the correct teams more quickly and consistently.

From 9 February, please use the usual support and contacts:
· Your school’s Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Coordinator (SENDCO) 
· Your school’s Family Support Worker (if applicable) 
· Leeds SEND Local Offer | Leeds Local Offer
· The Leeds Parent Carer Forum 
· The SEND Information Advice and Support Services (SENDIASS) sendiass@leeds.gov.uk or call 0113 378 5020
· For general enquiries and more information about EHCPs, monitoring and quality assurance, you can contact SENSAP by emailing SENSAP@leeds.gov.uk or calling 0113 376 0062.

Further SEND transformation work will take place in response to the Government’s new SEND reforms when they are announced.
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Service updates / information

	Leeds Parent Carer Forum
The Leeds Parent Carer Forum (LPCF) meets monthly with NHS colleagues to share your voices and experiences. We currently work with partners from the Integrated Care Boards (ICB) and Leeds Community Healthcare Trust, and hope to welcome Leeds Teaching Hospitals soon. 

The Leeds Parent Carer Forum have reflected on the great work from last year and written an annual statement on the focus areas: Neurodisability, ARFID, and Sleep. 

Thank you for being part of this journey - your input truly makes a difference.

Download the annual statement here: Microsoft Word - Annual statement Jan 2026
 

	SEND Information Advice Support Service (SENDIASS)
Leeds SENDIASS are pleased to announce that they have reduced their expected response time from 10 working days to 5 working days. 

If you would like to contact Leeds SENDIASS then you can:
 
Email: Leedssendiass@leeds.gov.uk
Leave a voicemail on: 0113 3785020, 
or complete our ‘get in touch’ form on our website: www.leedssendiass.co.uk
 

	EmpowerMe, Leeds Mencap
Leeds Mencap is delighted to launch their new Family Services offer – EmpowerMe@LeedsMencap.
 
EmpowerMe brings together both of Leeds Mencap’s key areas of support for families and children and young people with a learning disability, autism or other complex needs – There4Me (our Family Support) and Time2BeMe (our Activities programme). 

Leeds Mencap offer a range of services and opportunities for children and young people aged between 0 and 25 years as well as direct support for parents and carers.
 
Thanks to funding from the National Lottery’s Reaching Communities Fund, the new family support offer has been extended, refreshed and rebranded as There4Me, providing opportunities for individuals to come together to form and develop peer support networks, to access bespoke 1:1 support in the form of information, guidance and signposting and help to gain and enhance skills, knowledge and understanding around a diverse range of areas that involve having a child with additional needs.

For more information about our services at Leeds Mencap, visit our website www.leedsmencap.org.uk, follow them on social media or email them at familysupport@leedsmencap.org.uk. 



	William Merrit – Olive’s story
Olive has been receiving support from William Merritt Centre for over seven years!

Olive, who has quadriplegic cerebral palsy, first visited the Centre in 2018 when she was just 18 months old. During her initial assessment, she participated in a switch adapted toy assessment that taught her how to operate switches, which was crucial for her ability to use a powered wheelchair. Since that first visit, Olive has undergone a variety of assessments, including Try b4u fly programs, powered and all-terrain wheelchairs, car seats, buggies, and walkers. These technology assessments serve as essential stepping stones toward achieving independent living and highlights the continued support we offer at the Centre.

Olive's Mum
“We found a switch that worked, this means we can now borrow switch adapted toys from the William Merritt Centre. Olive can now play on her own giving her independence that she has never had before, it also means I can sit down and have a cup of tea. Looking to the future the William Merritt Centre has given us lots of information about equipment available to Olive such as adapted iPads and wizzybugs. We are really excited about this, getting help from the William Merritt Centre means that Olive can join in and can have fun.”


	Time for young people – emotional wellbeing support
The Time for young people’s drop-in is an instant access, early intervention service. It is a space that children can attend and receive support for their emotional health on that same day. No waiting lists, no referrals needed, just instant support from trained practitioners.

The spaces themselves have been designed to break down the stigma around accessing support for your mental health. Time have listened to young people's feedback and chosen venues that create a cafe feel, rather than anything cold or clinical. 

As they are entirely young person led, sessions themselves can be built around the child's needs, meaning that the sessions can be artistic if the child is passionate about art or they could incorporate a range of interactive games that we have on offer.

Current Hub locations are in Leeds City Centre, Farsley, Seacroft and Harehills.

In the Leeds Hub location they have a cool art loft space, a sensory corner and lots of creative materials and games.

Parents and guardians are also able to wait whilst a child and young person accesses support and can also be present during a session. 

Who is the drop-in for?
The drop-in is for anyone between the ages of 11-18 (we do offer support for up to 25-year-olds if they have special educational needs or come from a care leaver background). 

Time have assisted young people with presenting issues such as anxiety, anger, self-harm, low self-esteem, emotionally based school avoidance and many more.

Please note they are not a crisis service, and children presenting in crisis should contact CAMHS crisis line.

How do I support someone to access the drop-in?
Looking at the Time website is the best place to go for the most up to date information about where and when we are at a location. 

Once the young person has been supported to locate their nearest drop-in, it would be helpful if you could support them with completing a registration form (which takes under 10 minutes to complete and can be accessed via our website). This means that they would be able to be seen as soon as they walk into the drop-in space. However, if this is difficult for the young person or they want support from a practitioner in completing it, this is something Time Leeds can help with at the drop-in.

Time for young people, Leeds | The Children's Society
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	SEND parent carer monthly information drop-in
A monthly drop in for parents and carers to speak to services to receive information and advice about what is available in Leeds to support their family.

· Leeds Local Offer
· SENDIASS
· Leeds Parent Carer Forum
· Carers Leeds
· Little Hiccups
· Child Health and Disability Team (CHAD)
· Leeds Speech and Language Service
· SEND Coordinators, Family Hubs

Dates and times of drop in
· Wednesday 4th February 2026, 10.30am till 12.30pm at Horsforth Library Building, LS18 5BL
· Wednesday 11th March 2026, 10.30am till 12.30pm at The Welcome Centre, Belle Isle, LS10 3DN
· Wednesday 1st April 2026, 10.30am till 12.30pm at Carr Manor Community Hub, LS7 2PS

Book your place at the drop in here: https://surveys.leeds.gov.uk/s/InfoDropIn/

If you require further information about the drop in sessions please email LLO@leeds.gov.uk or follow the Leeds Local Offer facebook page. 


	Join us at Leeds Local Offer Live!
Wednesday 25th March 2026
10:00 AM – 3:00 PM (Drop-in) 
Pudsey Civic Hall, LS28 5TA
 
Come along to find out about services for children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) in Leeds – all in one place!
 
Leeds Local Offer Live is our annual marketplace event, bringing together families, professionals, and service providers to share information, resources, and support.
 
Workshops
· Attend workshops to learn about Supported Internships in Leeds.
· Hear inspiring stories directly from students.
 
Book your FREE ticket today at https://surveys.leeds.gov.uk/s/LLOLive2026/
 
For more details, email us at LLO@leeds.gov.uk.

Don’t miss this chance to connect, learn, and explore the SEND support available in Leeds!


	Calling parents and carers of children with SEND to join us for the Inclusive Mainstream Practice (IMP) Launch!
Monday 23rd February 2026
10am till 12.30pm 
Pudsey Civic Hall, LS28 5TA

The Leeds Parent Carer Forum and Voice, Influence & Change Team invite parents and carers of children with SEND to the launch of Inclusive Mainstream Practice (IMP).

What is IMP?
· Guidance to help schools support all children, especially those with SEND.
· Spot when extra help is needed.
· Explain how schools support your child’s learning.

In Leeds, we focus on each child’s strengths and needs, not just a diagnosis.

Book your free place here: https://surveys.leeds.gov.uk/s/PCFEvent/


	Health workshop for parents and carers: Overview of health care services
Workshop for parents and carers of children with SEND

Tuesday 10th February 2026
11am till 12pm
Microsoft Teams

The session will cover: 
· How health services work. 
· Health providers in Leeds. 
· Health services in Leeds and where to find out more information about services. 
· Transition to adult services within health. 

a recording of the session will be made available after. 

Book your free place here: https://surveys.leeds.gov.uk/s/HealthWorkshop/ 


	SENDIASS information sessions
SENDIASS virtual information sessions: 
 
Topic - SEND Support
· 12th February 
· 11:30am till 1pm 
 
Topic - Section I Appeals
· 25th February
· 11:30am till 1pm
 
Topic - EHC Needs Assessments
· 19th March
· 11:30am till 1pm
 
To book a place onto one of these virtual sessions, please email: sendiasssocialmedia@leeds.gov.uk 
 
Please state in your email which session you would like to attend.


	Leeds Apprenticeship Recruitment Fair
The Leeds Apprenticeship Recruitment Fair returns to first direct bank arena Leeds on Wednesday 11th February 2026. Free tickets are available to book anytime between 1pm-7pm.

You’ll have the chance to talk to major employers from a wide range of sectors, including accounting, business and administration, catering and hospitality, construction, creative design, care services, digital, education, engineering, finance, hair and beauty, health, law, protective services and many more.

Over 100 exhibitors will be there on the day offering information, advice, guidance and live vacancies. You’ll have the opportunity to find out about apprenticeships, including what they involve and how they work, as well as higher and degree apprenticeships. 

You can find out more about the event here.
Free tickets can be booked via this link: https://bit.ly/larf26
If you have any questions please email esemployers@leeds.gov.uk


	STARS training (parents and professionals)
These workshops aim to provide information for parents to support their autistic child at home. Training sessions will be delivered through Teams

For parents to book please email leedsforlearning@leeds.gov.uk with your name, email and training date you would like to be booked on.

For professionals to book please do this via Leeds for Learning. 

Emotional wellbeing
Wednesday 4th March 2026, 9.45 till 11.15

This session will explore why autistic children and young people are at greater risk of poor mental health. We will discuss how we can work with children and young people to explore the causes of poor mental health, overcome barriers to wellbeing, and support the development of coping mechanisms.

Puberty and sexuality (primary)
Wednesday 18th March 2026, 9.45 till 11.15

This session will look at why autistic children and young people need more support to understand puberty, relationships, sexuality and sex. We will discuss strategies and resources for supporting children and young people to better understand these themes.

Puberty and sexuality (secondary)
Wednesday 25th March 2026, 9.45 till 11.15

This session will look at why autistic children and young people need more support to understand puberty, relationships, sexuality and sex. We will discuss strategies and resources for supporting children and young people to better understand these themes.


	Communication Matters Invites You to Submit Abstracts for Our 40th Anniversary Conference! 
As Communication Matters celebrate four decades of advocacy and innovation in augmentative and alternative communication (AAC), they are seeking presentations, workshops, and poster submissions that push boundaries and champion limitless communication for all.

Join them in Leeds on 13-15 September 2026 for an exciting event packed full of informative presentations, inspiring stories and insight into the advancing world of Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC).

The conference offers a diverse programme of events that brings AAC users, their families and carers together with researchers, professionals and suppliers to learn, network, socialise and celebrate.

Abstracts will be reviewed by the Abstracts Committee who will meet after the deadline. Submitting authors chosen will be informed by mid-May 2026.

The deadline for abstract submission is Midnight (BST), Friday 27 March, 2026.

Submit your abstracts here.

Further details on the conference and registrations will be shared once announced. In the meantime, visit their website to learn more about plans for this year's event.
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opportunities for young people, parents and carers to have their voices heard. 

	Accessing mental health services (survey)
The NHS, Leeds City Council, local charities and others are working together to improve the mental health support available for children and young people in Leeds.

Are you a young person or family member wanting to share your experiences of accessing mental health support in Leeds? We’d love to hear from you.

Find out more here https://mindmate.org.uk/listening-and-acting/


	Join the New Leeds Youth Voice WhatsApp Channel
The Voice, Influence and Change Team are excited to announce the launch of the Leeds Youth Voice WhatsApp Channel!

The WhatsApp channel is a space for young people, parents, carers and those working with young people to:
· Find out about opportunities to have a say.
· Influence decisions, projects and services that shape life for young people in Leeds.
· Stay updated on events, activities, and ways to get involved.
 
Who it is for
· Young people aged 13+
· Parents and carers
· Professionals working with young people

By joining, you’ll get quick updates, news, and chances to make your voice heard on what matters most to young people in Leeds.
 
Join the WhatsApp Channel here: https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029VbBfAB12ER6ktN1Mlu2W


	Leeds SEND Youth Council
The Leeds SEND Youth Council is a group of young people aged 11 to 25 years old with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) who live in Leeds or attend school in Leeds.

What is involved? 
· A group of young people aged 11 to 25 years old with special educational needs and disabilities in Leeds.
· They meet twice a month in person, and once a month online.   
· They work on campaigns and projects they are passionate about.  
· Different teams and services from across the city visit the group, provide information and seek their views about what is happening in Leeds for young people with SEND.
· There are opportunities to take part in other youth voice opportunities to influence SEND services in Leeds.

What are the benefits? 
· Learn about and contribute to improving SEND services for young people in Leeds.
· Learn new skills and build new friendships.
· Share ideas and experiences with decision makers.
· Have your say and make a difference!

To get involved email VIC@leeds.gov.uk 

More information about the SEND Youth Council can be found here. 
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resources, opportunities, and events.

	Fully funded careers CPD programme for schools and colleges
C+K Careers are offering a fully funded careers CPD programme to schools and colleges. 

The sessions will have a focus on how to support students with special educational needs and disabilities. 

This is a unique opportunity to strengthen your careers provision with expert support and practical resources. 

The sessions will take place online and are free to attend. 

Information about the sessions, and to book your place visit SEND CPD Booking Form


	SEND Centre of Excellence
As part of the SEND Centre of Excellence partnership with the Education Training Foundation (EFT) and  Luminate Education Group (Leeds City, Harrogate and Keighley Colleges) they are delighted to be delivering a series of free online CPD sessions, open to all. 

Reaching as many people as possible will help us celebrate and share good practice, spark meaningful collaboration between SEND staff, and support improved outcomes for learners.

All sessions are now live and ready to book via the ETF website – simply follow the link attached to each session outline. 

To receive a CPD certificate of attendance, please ensure you’re registered on the ETF platform (free to do so). Registration will also send you a reminder on the day, along with the Zoom link you’ll need to join the session.

· February 12th, 4-5pm: SEND Session: Careers, PfA & SEND – Preparing Learners for Successful Adult Life. Register here. 

· February 24th, 4-5pm: SEND Community of Practice: Session 2: Use of AI for Inclusion: Supporting Learners' SEND Needs. Register here. 

· March 5th, 4-5pm: SEND Session: Practical tips for upskilling FE practitioners in supporting Neurodiverse Learner’s self-advocacy, reasonable adjustment and workforce readiness. Register here. 

· March 17th, 4-5pm: SEND Community of Practice: Session 3: Use of AI for Inclusion: Workload, Preparation, and Ethics. Register here.


	CPD offer from Go Higher West Yorkshire
Go Higher West Yorkshire is kicking off 2026 with a packed programme of CPD opportunities that are free to attend. It includes a range of online and in person activities to enable you to support underrepresented learners and students make those crucial informed decisions about their future.  
 
· All about STEM; Tuesday 3rd February 3-4.30pm online 

· Student Finance Updates and Insights; Tuesday 10th February 3-4.30pm online 

· All about Health and Social Care; Wednesday 11th March 3-4.30pm online 

Book the STEM, Student Finance and Health and Social Care CPD using the GHWY CPD Website

· Care To Go Higher: 10th Feb- 24th March Tuesdays 10am to 12pm with no session during February half term. Register here.

· GHWY Teachers’ and Advisors’ Conference Friday 10th July 2026, Leeds College of Building. Save the date and register your interest. 
 


	STARS training (professionals)
The STARS workshops aim to provide slides and resources that can be used to deliver the training to their school’s parents.

Book your place on the training sessions via Leeds for Learning. 

LIVE - STARS Visual Supports in Primary 
· Date: Thursday 12th February 2026
· Time: 10am till 12pm 
· Venue: Technorth, Chapel Allerton
· Cost: £79

Virtual STARS An Introduction to Intensive Interaction Training  
· Date: Thursday 12th February 2026
· Time: 1.30pm till 3pm 
· Venue: Online
· Cost: £63

LIVE AET schools good autism practice (tier 2)
· Date: Thursday 5th March 2026
· Time: 9am till 12.30pm
· Venue: Technorth, Chapel Allerton
· Cost: £154

Virtual AET early years developing good autism practice (tier 2)
· Date: Tuesday 10th March 2026
· Time: 9am till 1pm
· Venue: online 
· Cost: £154

Virtual schools AET leadership, inclusion and structural reasonable adjustments (tier 3)
· Date: Thursday 26th March 2026
· Time: 9am till 12.30pm
· Venue: online
· Cost: £154

Virtual schools AET good autism practice (tier 2)
· Date: Thursday 23rd April 2026
· Time: 9am till 12.30pm
· Venue: online
· Cost: £161

Virtual using play bricks to support social inclusion 
· Date: Tuesday 28th April 2026
· Time: 9.15am till 11am
· Venue: online
· Cost: £63
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