	[bookmark: _Hlk158026889][bookmark: _Hlk163036233]Leeds Local Offer (SEND) Ebulletin – December 2025

	[image: Leeds SEND Local Offer logo]
Welcome to the December 2025 edition of the Leeds Local Offer ebulletin. 

The ebulletin is an opportunity for us to share with you an update for the Leeds Area SEND and AP Partnership Board, service updates, opportunities and events for children, young people, parents, carers and professionals. 

We encourage you to share the information within your teams and with children, young people and families you are working with. 

· SEND and Inclusion Transformation update
· Service updates
· Events and groups for families
· Voice and influence opportunities 
· Professionals – resources, opportunities and events 

Previous editions of the ebulletin can be found here: https://tinyurl.com/ebulletinLLO 

If you have any stories, service updates, groups or events that you would like us to feature in a future issue you can send them to me at LLO@leeds.gov.uk. 


	[bookmark: _SEND_and_Inclusion]SEND and Inclusion Transformation update

	Following an increase in demands on service and workforce challenges resulting in a drop in statutory performance, Leeds City Council assessed its EHC assessment, plan, and annual review processes to identify key opportunities for change. The review has identified areas for improvement in the Council's communications, processes, support provided, and consistency in approaches. 
 
Our aim is to implement changes and improvements, to help the Council achieve its vision, that children and young people in Leeds with SEND, have the best possible start to life and equal opportunities to learn.
 
The Children and Families Directorate will keep you updated throughout the process, we have developed a webpage that will serve as an information hub about the changes.
 
If you have any queries in relation to the programme, please get in touch with us at ehcpreview@leeds.gov.uk. 
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Service updates / information

	Compass House
Compass House is a work experience project for students in specialist schools and provisions in Leeds.
 
Students come together every year to open a pop-up shop in Leeds Kirkgate Market.
 
Students have met for the last three months to plan the shop and make all the products to sell.
 
We will be opening Monday 8th to Friday 12th December, 10am till 2pm at Leeds Kirkgate Market. 
 
https://tinyurl.com/CompassHouseLeeds


	The Speech and Language Therapy website has been updated
Following feedback from colleagues, parents, carers, and the Youth Board, the Speech and Language Therapy website has been updated to make it easier for you to find the support you need.

https://www.leedscommunityhealthcare.nhs.uk/cslt

Updates include: 
For parents and carers
· Starts with a new video Coming to SLT (with transcript).
· Transcript can be translated into other languages using the Recite Me button.
· Self-help section – Learn how to access support and resources to prevent the need to come to SLT or a way to support families before you make a referral.
· Quick-access buttons to more detailed information.

For professionals
· Guidance on how to support families before they come to SLT.
· Sections of support and resources to prevent the need to come to SLT or a way to support families before you make a referral.
· Guidance on how to support families before and during the referral process, when and how to refer to speech and language therapy (SLT), and where to find useful resources. 
· You’ll also find information on local services, early years support, specialist pathways, and training opportunities. 


	Leeds Therapy Hub CIC
Leeds Therapy Hub CIC offer free, subsidised and private paying therapy options to children and adults living in West Yorkshire.

Play and creative arts therapy (ages 5–16)
Helping children express emotions, build confidence, and regulate feelings through play, art, music, and creativity.

6 weeks Wellness Reset Course (for adults)
Combining mindfulness, breathwork, CBT, and somatic healing to reduce stress and build resilience.

Transformative art for wellness sessions for adults
Explore emotions through art in a safe, supportive space — no artistic skill needed!

Training for schools, employers and professionals
Specialist Mental Health training including:
· PACE & attachment theory training.
· ADHD-friendly classroom strategies.
· Sensory needs awareness. 

These tailored sessions help schools, teams, and carers create more supportive, emotionally safe environments.

[bookmark: _amezk2f8q1hf]Why choose Leeds Therapy Hub CIC?
· Warm, non-judgmental support in a safe space.
· Therapists with lived experience and professional expertise.
· Flexible self-referral — no GP needed.
· Individual or group sessions.
· In-person (home, school, community) or online.

Contact details: 
· Email: leedstherapyhubcic@gmail.com
· Phone: 07349 619954


	PHAB Club are looking for volunteers
PHAB are seeking friendly, reliable volunteer drivers to transport members, both able-bodied and those with disabilities, to the PHAB Club at Prince Philip Centre Leeds 7. 

If you enjoy driving, making a positive impact, can spare a few hours each week, this opportunity is perfect for you!

What you’ll do:
· Drive a fully accessible minibus.
· Help passengers board safely.
· Enjoy taking PHAB members on interesting outings.
· Join a small team of voluntary drivers

Requirements:
· Commitment to some Friday evenings.
· Valid clean driving license.
· Fit, aged 25-75.
· PHAB provides Safeguarding and Basic First Aid Training.

Join the PHAB team, help others stay connected, enjoying meeting friends and having fun. Make a difference - apply today!

Contact Ann Hart on 01937 573 722or email ann.hartphab@btinternet.com
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	SEND parent carer monthly information drop-in
A monthly drop in for parents and carers to speak to services to receive information and advice about what is available in Leeds to support their family.

· Leeds Local Offer
· SENDIASS
· Leeds Parent Carer Forum
· Carers Leeds
· Child Health and Disability Team (CHAD)
· Leeds Speech and Language Service

Dates and times of drop in
· Wednesday 14th January 2026, 10.30am till 12.30pm at Swarcliffe Community Hub, LS14 5LS
· Wednesday 4th February 2026, 10.30am till 12.30pm at Horsforth Library Building, LS18 5BL

Book your place at the drop in here: https://surveys.leeds.gov.uk/s/InfoDropIn/

If you require further information about the drop in sessions please email LLO@leeds.gov.uk or follow the Leeds Local Offer facebook page. 


	STARS training (parents and professionals)
These workshops aim to provide information for parents to support their autistic child at home. Training sessions will be delivered through Teams

For parents to book please email send@leeds.gov.uk with your name, email and training date you would like to be booked on.

For professionals to book please do this via Leeds for Learning. 

Puberty and sexuality 
Wednesday 7th January 2026, 9.45 till 11.15

This session will look at why autistic children and young people need more support to understand puberty, relationships, sexuality and sex. We will discuss strategies and resources for supporting children and young people to better understand these themes.

Preparation for adulthood: independent living  
Wednesday 4th February 2026, 9.45 till 11.15

This session is suitable for parents and professionals who are currently supporting children and young people to develop their independence. The focus of the session will be on how we support children from early years through to adulthood to develop their confidence, self -advocacy and independence depending on their stage in life. We will be sharing key resources and approaches to prioritise and plan the steps to independence. 

Emotional wellbeing
Wednesday 4th March 2026, 9.45 till 11.15

This session will explore why autistic children and young people are at greater risk of poor mental health. We will discuss how we can work with children and young people to explore the causes of poor mental health, overcome barriers to wellbeing, and support the development of coping mechanisms.
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opportunities for young people, parents and carers to have their voices heard. 

	SEND Summit 2026
A youth voice event for students with special educational needs and/or disabilities who go to school in Leeds. 

· Date: Wednesday 11th February 2026
· Time: 10am till 1.45pm
· Venue: Banqueting Hall, Leeds Civic Hall

The event provides an opportunity for secondary aged students with SEND (supported by staff) to come together to give their views and opinions on service delivery and developments as well as finding out about services that are available to them.

The SEND Summit is a great opportunity for students to meet others, hear about services, visit Leeds Civic Hall and make a difference!

Book your place here

If you have any further questions, please contact VIC@leeds.gov.uk 


	Join the New Leeds Youth Voice WhatsApp Channel
The Voice, Influence and Change Team are excited to announce the launch of the Leeds Youth Voice WhatsApp Channel!

The WhatsApp channel is a space for young people, parents, carers and those working with young people to:
· Find out about opportunities to have a say.
· Influence decisions, projects and services that shape life for young people in Leeds.
· Stay updated on events, activities, and ways to get involved.
 
Who it is for
· Young people aged 13+
· Parents and carers
· Professionals working with young people

By joining, you’ll get quick updates, news, and chances to make your voice heard on what matters most to young people in Leeds.
 
Join the WhatsApp Channel here: https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029VbBfAB12ER6ktN1Mlu2W


	Leeds SEND Youth Council
The Leeds SEND Youth Council is a group of fifteen young people aged 11 to 25 years old with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) who live in Leeds or attend school in Leeds.

What is involved? 
· A group of young people aged 11 to 25 years old with special educational needs and disabilities in Leeds.
· They meet twice a month online or in person.  
· They work on campaigns and projects they are passionate about.  
· Different teams and services from across the city visit the group, provide information and seek their views about what is happening in Leeds for young people with SEND.
· There are opportunities to take part in other youth voice opportunities to influence SEND services in Leeds.

What are the benefits? 
· Learn about and contribute to improving SEND services for young people in Leeds.
· Learn new skills and build new friendships.
· Share ideas and experiences with decision makers.
· Have your say and make a difference!

To get involved email VIC@leeds.gov.uk 

More information about the SEND Youth Council can be found here. 
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resources, opportunities, and events.

	Free democracy sessions for specialist provisions
The Voice, Influence and Change Team at Leeds City Council are pleased to offer FREE 1-hour Democracy Workshops for student groups and classes in specialist provisions. 

About the workshops:
· Designed to be interactive, inclusive and engaging, specifically for SEND learners
· Focused on voting, decision-making and how local democracy works
· Adaptable to a wide range of communication and learning needs
· Include practical group activities and opportunities for students to share their views

Here’s some feedback from a recent workshop:

“Caroline adapted with ease to our learners’ wide range of abilities and communication styles, using rephrased questions, processing time, and even Makaton signs. By the end of the session, learners clearly understood more about the council and the democratic process – some even asked when they’d next be able to vote!”

We are now taking bookings for this academic year.

To book a session or for more information please contact Caroline Webb, SEND Voice & Influence Officer: caroline.webb@leeds.gov.uk


	SEND voice and influence six month report (April to September 2025)
The Voice, Influence and Change Team at Leeds City Council collate and produce six monthly SEND voice and influence of children and young people with SEND and their parents and carers reports. 

The purpose of the report is to:
· Collate voice and influence work from across the city to share with children and families’ strategic boards, councillors and partners.
· Champion good practice and shine a light on the valuable work services and organisations do.
· Raise awareness of the big issues being shared by the children, young people and families.
· Help services and organisations to link with colleagues and encourage them to work in partnership to reduce duplication.
· Help services and organisations to deliver ‘best practice’ voice and influence by reflecting on their work in line with the 5 O’s model.

The April to September 2025 report can be downloaded here.


	STARS training (professionals)
The STARS workshops aim to provide slides and resources that can be used to deliver the training to their school’s parents.

Book your place on the training sessions via Leeds for Learning. 

Virtual AET schools good autism practice (tier 2) JANUARY 2026 - SECONDARY
· Date: Thursday 8th January 2026
· Time: 9am till 12.30pm 
· Venue: online
· Cost: £154

Virtual AET early years leadership, inclusion and structural reasonable adjustments (tier 3)
· Date: Thursday 5th February 2026
· Time: 9am till 12.30pm 
· Venue: Online
· Cost: £154

LIVE - STARS Visual Supports in Primary 
· Date: Thursday 12th February 2026
· Time: 10am till 12pm 
· Venue: Technorth, Chapel Allerton
· Cost: £79

Virtual STARS An Introduction to Intensive Interaction Training  
· Date: Thursday 12th February 2026
· Time: 1.30pm till 3pm 
· Venue: Online
· Cost: £63

LIVE AET schools good autism practice (tier 2)
· Date: Thursday 5th March 2026
· Time: 9am till 12.30pm
· Venue: Technorth, Chapel Allerton
· Cost: £154

Virtual AET early years developing good autism practice (tier 2)
· Date: Tuesday 10th March 2026
· Time: 9am till 1pm
· Venue: online 
· Cost: £154

Virtual schools AET leadership, inclusion and structural reasonable adjustments (tier 3)
· Date: Thursday 26th March 2026
· Time: 9am till 12.30pm
· Venue: online
· Cost: £154


	This email has been sent by the Leeds Local Offer Team at Leeds City Council. You are receiving this email as you previously signed up to the Leeds Local Offer Network or are part of one of our existing SEND networks. If you no longer wish to receive our emails, please UNSUBSCRIBE and we will remove you from our mailing list. 
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