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Voice and influence of children and young people with SEND and their parents and carers: 
April to September 2025
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Content
Voice and influence of parents and carers
· Leeds Parent Carer Forum
· Leeds City Council Public Consultations 
· SEND Inclusion Service

Voice and influence of children and young people
· Voice, Influence and Change Team 
· Learning Provisions 
· Communities Team, Leeds City Council 
· SEND Inclusion Service
· Third sector services 

Voice and influence involving both parents, carers, children, and young people
· Health Services
 
Top issues raised by children and young people
· Mental health support for young people with SEND. 
· Information about SEND services and support to be in accessible and inclusive formats. 
· Young people having a clear understanding of their needs. 
· Having accessible and inclusive activities and groups within local communities. 
· Having a voice and it being listened to and acted upon. 

Top issues raised by parents and carers
The top issues raised by parents and carers, and worked on by the Voice, Influence and Transparency working group are: 
· Home to school transport. 
· Social care transitions.
· Support for adoptive parents. 
· Waiting lists for diagnosis and support. 
· Sleep and melatonin. 
· Bloods. 
· Avoidant / restrictive food intake disorder. 
· Hydrotherapy. 
· Education Other Than at School. 
· Extended School Non-Attendance. 
· Education, Health and Care Plans. 
· Professionals knowledge of SEND services. 
· Terminology used by the Local Authority, schools and parents. 
· Information about SEND services. 
· Families where English is a second language. 

Issues still to be worked on: 
· Support for families in crisis. 
· Social care support and accessing PAs. 
· Respite and short breaks. 
· Support, information and resources for all key stages of transition.
· Preparation for Adulthood. 
· Financial support for families. 
· Support for the wider families. 


Purpose of the report
· Collate voice and influence work from across the city to share with children and families’ strategic boards, councillors and partners.
· Champion good practice and shine a light on the valuable work services and organisations do.
· Raise awareness of the big issues being shared by the children, young people and families.
· Help services and organisations to link with colleagues and encourage them to work in partnership to reduce duplication.
· Help services and organisations to deliver ‘best practice’ voice and influence by reflecting on their work in line with the 5 O’s model.
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	[bookmark: _Leeds_Parent_Carer]Leeds Parent Carer Forum

	Opening 
Who consulted with 
	Opportunity
The way you consulted and what about
	Obligation 
Statutory / CFL Wish
	Outcome 

	Ownership 
Service / Partnership

	Gathering the views of parents and carers of children with SEND
· Members x 546 parent carers
· Facebook group x 887 followers


	The Leeds Parent Carer Forum provide opportunities for parents and carers to feedback their views and experiences about SEND Services. 

Opportunities include: 
· Parent carer support group network.
· Annual Leeds Parent Carer conference. 
· Feedback via their website. 
· Visiting parent support groups. 

	SEND Code of Practice 
	All issues raised are logged on the issues tracker, and progress shared by case studies. 

The top issues raised, and worked on by the Voice, Influence and Transparency working group from April to September 2025 are: 
· [bookmark: _Hlk211248657]Home to school transport. 
· Social care transitions.
· Support for adoptive parents. 
· Waiting lists for diagnosis and support. 
· Sleep and melatonin. 
· Bloods. 
· Avoidant / restrictive food intake disorder. 
· Hydrotherapy. 
· Education Other Than at School. 
· Extended School Non-Attendance. 
· Education, Health and Care Plans. 
· Professionals knowledge of SEND services. 
· Terminology used by the Local Authority, schools and parents. 
· Information about SEND services. 
· Families where English is a second language. 

Issues still to be worked on: 
· Support for families in crisis. 
· Social care support and accessing PAs. 
· Respite and short breaks. 
· Support, information and resources for all key stages of transition.
· Preparation for Adulthood. 
· Financial support for families. 
· Support for the wider families. 

	Voice, Influence and Transparency Working Group which feeds into the Leeds Area SEND and AP Partnership Board. 


	Home to school transport
Leeds Parent Carer Forum 
Parent Carer Support Group Network 


	Families have fedback via different mechanisms that: 
· At the start new school academic year families have fedback issues with home to school transport i.e. transport not turning up, families not knowing what is happening etc. 
· Families have said transport feels at arm’s length to provision / school. Families want to receive information about home to school transport as soon as they are offered a place at a school. 
· Families have said there is a lack of flexibility with transport if a child is on shorter or longer days and is not available during transitions.
· Not always a designated driver, can be a different driver every day. 
· Doesn’t cater for split families, and only pick up from one address. 
· Families are not aware of the process for cancelling transport etc.
· Need a user-friendly transport application form.

	Wish 6 

SEND code of practice
	What has happened:
· New phone line for passenger transport, with an increased capacity to ensure families receive a response. 
· Launched a user-friendly online transport application form.
· Developed FAQs with the Leeds Parent Carer Forum that will be sent out alongside transport confirmation emails, and are available on the LLO website. 
· Reviewed transport allocation letter in partnership with the Leeds Parent Carer Forum.

Future plans: 
Children’s Transport, Passenger Transport and the Leeds Parent Carer Forum will be: 
· Developing a ‘what to expect from home to school transport’ video for families for September 2026. 
· Developing transport passports for young people and transport staff for September 2026. 
· Hosting an online home to school transport information session for parents and carers in May 2026.
	Voice, Influence and Transparency Working Group
Children’s Transport
Passenger Transport

	Post 16 Transitions
Leeds Parent Carer Forum 
Parent Carer Support Group Network 

	Families have fedback via different mechanisms that: 
· Families do not understand what support is available when a child transitions to adult social care.
· Transition support should be planned and actioned
	SEND Code of Practice
	What has happened:
· Transitions information on the Leeds Local Offer website, including criteria for transitions team, has been reviewed and updated. 
· The Transitions Team are attending events, coffee mornings etc. to raise awareness of their service offer and to support parents and carers to navigate the transitions pathway.

Future plans: 
· The Transitions Team have identified there is a gap in support for ND transitions support, particularly for those with autism and FASD. This will be raised at the Leeds Area SEND and AP Partnership Board.
· SENDIASS have appointed a lead officer for Social Care to oversee and develop the social care IAS offer, which will include transition.
	Transitions Team, Leeds City Council 
SENDIASS 

	Waiting lists for diagnosis and support
The Leeds Parent Carer Forum meet monthly with representatives from Leeds Community Healthcare and the ICB. 
	What families have told us... 
· The waiting lists continue to be extremely long, and families are not getting the support they need. 
· The delay in diagnosis can affect self-esteem and prevent children from learning
	Wish 3

SEND Code of Practice
	What has happened... 
· Health issues in Leeds are ongoing, and the Leeds Parent Carer Forum and Designated Clinical Officer meet regularly to provide updates.
· Partners across Leeds and West Yorkshire are working on new support models to reduce waiting times, with a trial planned by the end of 2024/25. 
· ADHD medication is only available after a NICE-compliant diagnosis and must be managed initially by a specialist. 
· Children are supported by LCH CYPMHS, and adults by the Leeds Adult ADHD Service, with GPs involved once treatment is stable. 

Future plans: 
· The Leeds Parent Carer forum and Designated Clinical Officer will continue to meet on a regular basis and provide updates for families.
· Full CAMHS service review. 
· The neurodiversity working group, which is a subgroup of the Leeds Area SEND and AP Partnership board, aim to ensure children can access prescribing services for ADHD medication and melatonin swiftly when this is appropriate as part of an individualised management plan.
	Designated Clinical Officer
Leeds Parent Carer Forum 

	Sleep and melatonin 
The Leeds Parent Carer Forum meet monthly with representatives from Leeds Community Healthcare and the ICB.
	What families have told us... 
· Scope sleep service is no longer available to families. What support is available for families? 
· Children not being prescribed melatonin, and no increase in dosage for those already prescribed.
	N/A
	What has happened:
· Health issues in Leeds are ongoing. The Leeds Parent Carer Forum and Designated Clinical Officer will meet regularly and share updates. 
· The Leeds Health and Care Partnership is considering a new sleep support programme for families. 
· Melatonin can be prescribed by ICAN paediatricians after assessment. Families are encouraged to use the One Minute Guide and online resources first. 
· Sleep support is also available through ICAN health visitors, PHINs, CAMHS, and Leeds Mencap, which offers workshops for parents and carers.

Future plans:
· The Leeds Parent Carer forum and Designated Clinical Officer will continue to meet on a regular basis and provide updates for families.
· Development of pathways across services to deliver offers for behaviour, eating, drinking, nutrition, continence and sleep.

	Designated Clinical Officer
Leeds Parent Carer Forum 

	Taking bloods
The Leeds Parent Carer Forum meet monthly with representatives from Leeds Community Healthcare and the ICB.
	What families have told us:
· Taking bloods is traumatic and this impacts on the child, and wider family, and could lead to poor health outcomes if bloods cannot be collected or are delayed. 
· Families have shared issues in accessing the service and bloods being taken in a supportive clinic.
	N/A
	What has happened:
· The Leeds Parent Carer Forum have shared the feedback from families with Health colleagues who recognise the issues raised. 
· Leeds Teaching Hospitals already offer SEND sessions where play specialists can be made available.

Future plans: 
· A pathway to be established on support available to collect bloods and what the offer looks like. 
· Further information to be scoped and shared shortly.

	Designated Clinical Officer
Leeds Parent Carer Forum

	Avoidant/restrictive food intake disorder (ARFID)
The Leeds Parent Carer Forum meet monthly with representatives from Leeds Community Healthcare and the ICB.
	What families have told us:
· Families feel services do not have the knowledge to support them with eating difficulties and there is no clear pathway for support / signposting to resources to support. This impacts on the child and their wider family and can limit social interactions and schooling.
	N/A
	What has happened:
· Health issues in Leeds are ongoing. The Leeds Parent Carer Forum and Designated Clinical Officer will meet regularly and share updates. 
· The Leeds Parent Carer Forum and Health delivered an ARFID support workshop for parents and carers at the 2025 Leeds Local Offer Live event. 
· The Leeds Parent Carer Forum have surveyed parents at the Leeds Local Offer Live event (March 2025) around ARFID support.
· Information about ARFID support has been added to the Leeds Local Offer website.
· The Leeds Parent Carer Forum hosted an ARFID support coffee morning for families in September 2025. 

Future plans: 
· An online survey will be developed by the Leeds Parent Carer Forum to further explore and gather the views of parents and carers. 
· Information about ARFID support / link to eating and drinking support will be added to the MindMate ND information hub . 

	Designated Clinical Officer
Leeds Parent Carer Forum

	Education, Health & Care Plans
Leeds Parent Carer Forum 
Parent Carer Support Group Network 


	What families have told us:
· Application process not clear for families.
· Long waiting times for assessment.
· Poor communication and case work officers’ awareness of law and practice.
· Outcomes not consistent within EHCPs.
· Health and Care should be as equal as Education in EHCP’s.
· Children and young people are not involved in their plans and have a lack of understanding about them.
	Wish 10

SEND Code of Practice
	What has happened:
· There has been a 45% increase in requests for EHC needs assessments.
· Communications and Resolutions Officer recruited to the SENSAP Team in June 2025. 
· Further resources have been secured to increase the number of EHC assessments we can commission. 
· New mediation provider who have a range of resources to support families with understanding the EHC process including videos and other online tools.

Future plans: 
· Pilot communication study to build effective and timely communications between Local Authority and schools. 
· New annual professional development cycle in place for casework officers to ensure the right skills and knowledge to support families.
· Co-producing a communication charter within the service.
· QA framework is being further developed around the quality of EHC plans. 
· Additional recruitment in Autumn 2025 into 2026.
	SENSAP, Leeds City Council 

	Professionals’ knowledge of SEND services
Leeds Parent Carer Forum 
Parent Carer Support Group Network 

	What families have told us:
· Families feel school staff require further SEND training to ensure they understand how to meet the needs of children., are require more awareness of masking and need to reduce parent blame. 
· Families would like professionals to show more empathy and understanding to families. 
· Families feel professionals they meet require more in-depth knowledge of SEND services available in Leeds. 
· Training for all services not just SEND.
	Wish 12

SEND Code of Practice
	What has happened:
· Workforce Development subgroup (SEND and AP partnership board). 
· Consulted via an online survey for parents and carers to identify schools and area of need that requires further training (96 parent carer responded). 
· Wider SEND training offer for school staff and SENCOs delivered by Learning Inclusion. 
· Promotion of the Leeds Local Offer to education, health and social care professionals. 
· Developed and launched a basic SEND awareness training package for all children and families staff.

Future plans: 
· Reviewing the training for schools, which school staff have attended what training. 
· Using complaints anonymously as case studies in training and to learn from. 
· SENDIASS will be expanding training offer for professionals and parents, with the potential for bespoke training. 
· Continue to promote the Leeds Local Offer to families and professionals.

	Workforce Development Working Group (subgroup of the Leeds Area SEND and AP Partnership Board)

	Information about SEND Services
Leeds Parent Carer Forum 
Parent Carer Support Group Network 

	What families have told us:
· Families need advocacy when attending meetings with schools and SEND services.
· Support for families to navigate SEND services and not just signpost. 
· Sharing information about SEND school support with families.
· Information about youth groups and activities available.
	Wish 12

SEND Code of Practice
	What has happened:
· Leeds Local Offer website and SEND services info have been updated.
· The SEND booklet is online and in print, reviewed yearly. 
· Monthly drop-ins and workshops are run with local partners. 
· Annual Local Offer Live event. 
· Daily SEND updates are shared via the Leeds Local Offer Facebook group. 
· The Leeds Parent Carer Forum runs need-based parent workshops.
· SENDIASS offers support online and in-person, with more capacity in 2025/26. 
· Seven new Family Hubs each have a SEND Coordinator.

Future plans: 
· Developing inclusive mainstream provision resources, and information for schools and families which will be available via the Leeds Local Offer website. 
· Continue to work with families and young people to review and develop the Leeds Local Offer website and offer.
	Voice, Influence and Transparency Working Group
Leeds Local Offer Team, Leeds City Council 
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	Opening 
Who consulted with 
	Opportunity
The way you consulted and what about
	Obligation 
Statutory / CFL Wish
	Outcome 

	Ownership 
Service / Partnership

	Children’s Centre Family Services 
2776 parents and carers 

April 2025
	An online survey was shared with parents and carers in Leeds to feed into the whole Children’s Centre Family service review to agree on a new model that will continue to support families, whilst managing a decreased budget. 

The survey was part of wider engagement to understand people's use, needs and expectations of Children's Centre Family Services.

	CFL wish 2

	The Children’s Centre Family Services in Leeds play a very important role in supporting families and partners, helping young children and their families to thrive and develop. There are 56 Children's Centre Family Services across Leeds, providing a range of services.
 
While the survey didn’t lead to specific actions on its own, it was one of several sources of evidence used to help shape the proposals for the Children’s Centres Family Services Public Consultation. These proposals aim to support the development of a future service delivery model that reflects the needs of current, recent and prospective users.
	Children’s Centre Family Services


	Children’s Centre Consultation 
866 parents and carers

July 2025 
	An online public consultation was shared with Leeds families to inform consultation and detailed analysis aimed at ensuring the cities 0-5 years Family Service offer continues to make a positive impact, improving outcomes for children and families across Leeds. 
	CFL wish 2
	Informed by public consultation and detailed analysis, the completed review has led to firm recommendations aimed at ensuring the cities 0-5 years Family Service offer continues to make a positive impact, improving outcomes for children and families across Leeds. 

The recommendations made are: 
· A new funding model
· More online support
· Using other community spaces
· Linking with Family Hubs
· Keep 31 children's centres open across Leeds
· Deregistration of 6 centres
· Closure and realignment of 18 centres
· Ongoing commitment to provide a universal offer of support

Further information about the review can be found here. 

	Children’s Centre Family Services

	Leeds City Council’s Directories
445 parents and carers 

July / August 2025
	An online survey for families and residents in Leeds to share how they find information about local services — including care, support groups, and community activities.
The survey was an opportunity to understand what works well, what’s missing, and what can be done to make it easier for families to find trusted information online through the Leeds Local Offer and other council websites.

	CFL wish 3
	Feedback received via the survey has helped shape plans for the next phase of work, which has now been approved by the council.

The project will bring together different information sources, like the Leeds Directory and other local listings into one shared and reliable “store” of services.

This means:
· Families will be able to find consistent, up-to-date information in one place, whether they visit the Leeds Local Offer or another council site.
· Services won’t need to update information in lots of different places, so details stay accurate and easier to find.
· The new system will eventually link to the Local Offer, helping families access SEND support, early help, and community services all in one journey.

	Strategy and Resources, Leeds City Council 
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	Opening 
Who consulted with 
	Opportunity
The way you consulted and what about
	Obligation 
Statutory / CFL Wish
	Outcome 

	Ownership 
Service / Partnership

	STARS Team Offer
50 parents and carers 

June / July 2025
	In June / July 2025; the STARS team attended the parent carer support group network event and also launched an online survey to consult with parents and carers on the proposed changes to the STARS team. 

	CFL wish 3 & 10

	The proposals in the Corporate Report ‘Consideration of a needs led not diagnostic led SEND offer (Autism)’ have been agreed and signed off.

The changes will come into effect 1st January 2026 and involve:
· SENIT and STARS teams will join together and will become known as Inclusion Advisory Team.
· The 4 distinct professional disciplines in SENIT & STARS will be maintained; early years, communication & interaction (including autism), learning & cognition, SEMH.
· STARS team will be known as the ‘Communication and Interaction (including autism) Team’. Overall though the team will be known as Inclusion Advisory Team.
· The Communication and Interaction (including autism) Team will no longer require autism diagnosis as a pre-requisite for settings accessing support for focused CYP work.
· Communication and Interaction (including autism) team will no longer provide an early years offer. EY team will continue to provide this comprehensive support including a SEND home visiting offer (portage)
 
	STARS Team, Leeds City Council 


	User testing of the online Education, Health and Care Needs Assessment (EHCNA) progress checker
8 parents and carers 

July 2025

	The trial was advertised through various channels including Leeds Local Offer, Leeds Parent Carer Forum, Super Families and direct email to 66 parents who have active EHCNA applications in different stages. 

The trial link and corresponding information were then shared with 22 parents/carers. Eight submitted feedback via the form. It’s likely that additional parents used the form but chose not to complete the feedback survey. 
	Wish 10

SEND code of practice
	It is not feasible to provide families with timescales about when they will receive their assessment and plan, however the service are updating their email communication template for applications experiencing significant delays, and this will include:
· A clearer explanation of what happens next. 
· Acknowledgement of the delay with reassurance that the case is still being progressed. 
· Guidance on when and how families might expect further updates. 

Any potential changes don’t necessarily need to be made immediately, as there is flexibility with the template. We propose reviewing and updating it once discussions around the parent communications strategy are concluded. 

	Transformation Team, Leeds City Council 
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Voice and influence of children and young people

	[bookmark: _Leeds_SEND_Youth][bookmark: _Hlk211248792]Voice, Influence and Change Team 

	Opening 
Who consulted with 
	Opportunity
The way you consulted and what about
	Obligation 
Statutory / CFL Wish
	Outcome 

	Ownership 
Service / Partnership

	Leeds SEND Youth Council 
There are 12 members of the SEND Youth Council, who are aged 11 to 25 years old.  
	The SEND Youth Council meet three times a month to work on campaigns and take part in consultations to improve SEND services in Leeds. 

The SEND Youth Council have used data from Make Your Mark, My Health My School survey and previous consultations to choose their next campaign. 

	CFL wish 1
	The SEND Youth Council have chosen Mental Health support as their campaign, and are working with MindMate on:
· Reviewing the ND Hub.
· Accessible and inclusive mental health information. 
· Mental health support for 18- to 25-year-olds. 


	MindMate

	Accessibility and inclusivity of Leisure Centres
Leeds SEND Youth Council members

Feb to March 2025 
	Members of the SEND Youth Council
took part in mystery shopping leisure
centres that are managed by Leeds City
Council.


	CFL wish 2, 3 & 12
	Members gave feedback to decision makers about the accessibility and inclusivity of the leisure centres and activities.

What has happened:
· Reviewing active leeds website.
· Rolling out customer service training.
· Looking at making disability sessions bookable.
· Raising awareness of the sunflower lanyard in junior inductions and staff comms.
· Building accessible signage into refurbishments.

	Leeds City Council Leisure Centres 

	Leeds Local Offer website review
Leeds SEND Youth Council members

August 2025 
	Members of the SEND Youth Council took part in sessions to review the Leeds Local Offer website and also looked at information about the SEND Youth Council. 

	CFL wish 12 
	Using the feedback provided by members, the Leeds Local Offer team: 
· Have scheduled time in October / November 2025 to explore how to promote and share information about SEND services to young people. 
· Explore the introduction of a WhatsApp Channel for the Leeds Local Offer. 
· Are committed to review the readability and accessibility of all pages on the website, including user pronouns. 
· Will identify the most visited pages and ask services to provide a short video explaining their service.
· Scheduled time with the Leeds SEND Youth Council to update their information on the Leeds Local Offer website. 

	Leeds Local Offer Team, Leeds City Council 
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	Opening 
Who consulted with 
	Opportunity
The way you consulted and what about
	Obligation 
Statutory / CFL Wish
	Outcome 

	Ownership 
Service / Partnership

	Green Meadows Academy
Monthly school council meeting



	Staff at Green Meadows work with the student council to agree what the school would like to focus on within the school and support them to develop campaigns.
	CFL wish 3, 4, 5, 9 & 10
	Students have led assemblies to raise awareness of their culture and communities. The assemblies have given students a greater understanding of everyone’s differences and have given them a sense of belonging.

Students have created a poly tunnel and planted vegetables. The poly tunnel has given students a sense of achievement, and understanding of where food comes from.

During Autism Awareness month students led assemblies about autism and what it means to them. Students have a raised awareness of autism.

	Green Meadows Academy

	North East Primary AIP
6 students 

	Students took part in The Tree of Life activity. Students were asked a serious of questions for each area, over a period, and their responses were then transferred to the tree design.
	CFL wish 3, 10 & 12
	All students have a clearer understanding of themselves and their needs. Staff have a more detailed knowledge of the needs of the individuals and what areas of support is required. It has helped to develop and concrete the secure and safe relationships that the children have with staff have been.

	North East Primary AIP



	[bookmark: _Communities_Team]Communities Team  

	Opening 
Who consulted with 
	Opportunity
The way you consulted and what about
	Obligation 
Statutory / CFL Wish
	Outcome 

	Ownership 
Service / Partnership

	Youth Activity Funding 
47 young people 

February 2025


	A consultation session during the SEND Summit to explore activities young people would like to see in their local areas. 

	Wish 2 and 12 
	The responses shared by young people, suggested the following Youth Activity Fund priorities for 2024/25:
· Youth activities delivered locally.
· Youth activities delivered either inside or outside.
· Majority of provision taking place on a weekend, or during the school holidays.
· Ensure any funded activities consider neurodivergent children and their needs, with provision provided being for smaller groups of young people.

Popular activities included: sports, cooking, coding, music and other outdoor activities.

To ensure that the Community Committees can make an informed decision when being asked whether they support funding for projects from its Youth Activity Fund in 2025/26, the Communities Team will advise committees if the project meets the priorities identified by young people who have special educational needs and disabilities as a result of the consultation that has taken place.
 
	Communities Team, Leeds City Council 
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	Opening 
Who consulted with 
	Opportunity
The way you consulted and what about
	Obligation 
Statutory / CFL Wish
	Outcome 

	Ownership 
Service / Partnership

	Developing resources for learning settings
Leeds SEND Youth Council 

September 2024 
	The Learning Inclusion service attended a SEND Youth Council meeting to consult with members to explore with them what is important to them when staff in learning settings are seeking and acting upon pupil voice and empowering children and young people. 

	CFL wish 3

	Members of the Leeds SEND Youth Council shared that it is important to have a key familiar adults to connect with, but that often information was not shared or acted upon. As such the young people felt listened to but not heard. 

The feedback shared by members has influenced training for SENCOs on ‘Seeking and acting upon pupil voice to empower children and young people’. 

The Golden threads in the training are:
· The importance of embedding CYP Voice as whole school practice
· Stressing   the need for adult/pupil trust and quality relationships when seeking pupil voice.
· Committing to and valuing CYP voice means   actively seeking CYP voice,  acting upon it and keeping the dialogue open with CYP. 

Training rolled out to schools’ autumn 2025

	Learning Inclusion Service, Leeds City Council 
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	Opening 
Who consulted with 
	Opportunity
The way you consulted and what about
	Obligation 
Statutory / CFL Wish
	Outcome 

	Ownership 
Service / Partnership

	Rowland Play Patch
Ongoing user engagement 


	Children in Beeston face limited opportunities for safe, outdoor play. The area has higher-than-average levels of deprivation and SEND needs, yet very few accessible green spaces where children and families can play, gather and feel a sense of belonging. Ludicology’s Play Sufficiency research highlights that lack of play affects wellbeing, confidence and social connection.

The Rowland Road Play Patch was created in response, transforming derelict land behind Rowland Road Working Men’s Club into a child-first, community-led play space.
Volunteers and families consulted through active learning.
Ongoing co-design with community: session design, visual identity, governance and sensory garden planning.
Artist-led workshops: den building, printmaking, storytelling, visual identity, planting, garden design.
Youth engagement via schools, SEND Youth Council, play sessions and co-creation of signage and activities.
Mechanisms used: workshops, door-knocking, creative consultation, WhatsApp group, steering group meetings, discursive event planning, community skill-sharing (first aid, safeguarding, play training).
	CFL wish 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 11 & 12

UNCRC Article 31: children have a right to play
	Soft Launch event in March 2025; with 87 attendees. 

Ongoing weekly play sessions running on Saturdays 11am-2pm, artist-designed sensory garden and regular primary school engagement.
Since opening, we have had a total number of 1000 people engaging in our Saturday sessions.

Participants: 20+ volunteers, MA students (University of Leeds), Leeds Beckett playwork students, local families, local primary schools and wider community groups (Leeds SEND Youth Council, Beeston Hill Community Association).

Key outcomes:
· Volunteer confidence: training in playwork, first aid, safeguarding; leadership development.
· Placemaking: derelict land transformed into a green, safe, creative hub.
· Celebrating community: workshops and events bring neighbours together, highlight local schools, artists and children.

	Lead Partner: Yorkshire Contemporary

Community Partners: Rowland Road Working Men’s Club (site host), maintained by local volunteers
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Voice and influence involving both parents, carers, children and young people

	[bookmark: _Health_services]Health services

	Opening 
Who consulted with 
	Opportunity
The way you consulted and what about
	Obligation 
Statutory / CFL Wish
	Outcome 

	Ownership 
Service / Partnership

	West Yorkshire Provider Collaborative for Children and Young People's Mental Health 
195 responses  

May 2025
	In May 2025; parents, carers, children and young people were asked to complete an online survey to give their views and feedback around managing emotions and eating disorders / eating issues.
	CFL wish 1

	Recommendations are based on the findings of this report and have been linked to the qualitative and quantitative data themes. 

Themes included: 
· Continuity of care.
· Systemic barriers.
· Guidance and protocol.
· Communication.
· Confidence, knowledge and skills.
· Care limitation.

The full report can be read here. 

	West Yorkshire CYPMHS Provider Collaborative
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