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Welcome to the October 2025 edition of the Leeds Local Offer ebulletin. 

The ebulletin is an opportunity for us to share with you an update for the Leeds Area SEND and AP Partnership Board, service updates, opportunities and events for children, young people, parents, carers and professionals. 

We encourage you to share the information within your teams and with children, young people and families you are working with. 

· SEND and Inclusion Transformation update
· Service updates
· Events and groups for families
· Voice and influence opportunities 
· Professionals – resources, opportunities and events 

Previous editions of the ebulletin can be found here: https://tinyurl.com/ebulletinLLO 

If you have any stories, service updates, groups or events that you would like us to feature in a future issue you can send them to me at LLO@leeds.gov.uk. 
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	Following an increase in demands on service and workforce challenges resulting in a drop in statutory performance, Leeds City Council accessed its EHC assessment, plan, and annual review processes to identify key opportunities for change. The review has identified areas for improvement in the Council's communications, processes, support provided, and consistency in approaches. 
 
Our aim is to implement changes and improvements, to help the Council achieve its vision, that children and young people in Leeds with SEND, have the best possible start to life and equal opportunities to learn.
 
The Children and Families Directorate will keep you updated throughout the process, we have developed a webpage that will serve as an information hub about the changes.
 
If you have any queries in relation to the programme, please get in touch with us at ehcpreview@leeds.gov.uk. 
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Service updates / information

	New Independent Travel Training preparation pack
[bookmark: _Hlk201587772]The Independent Travel Training team at Leeds City Council has recently developed a new resource pack designed for children, young people, and their families. The aim of the pack is to support families in preparing for Independent Travel Training (ITT).

This pack is suitable for people who have SEND and/or disabilities and:
· Are not currently suitable for ITT but would like to begin developing their travel skills.
· Are considering ITT in the future.
· Are too young to start ITT but will be eligible in the future.
· Are about to begin ITT or are already taking part in the programme.
It may also be suitable for children without SEND/disabilities but would like to learn more about independent travel.

If you have any enquiries or questions about ITT, please visit our website where you’ll find further information, our ITT video, and contact details. Click here.

Download a digital copy of the preparation pack here. 


	Request for drivers
PHAB are seeking friendly, reliable volunteer drivers to transport members, both able-bodied and those with disabilities, to the PHAB Club at Prince Philip Centre Leeds 7. 

If you enjoy driving, making a positive impact, can spare a few hours each week, this opportunity is perfect for you!

What you’ll do:
· Drive a fully accessible minibus.
· Help passengers board safely.
· Enjoy taking PHAB members on interesting outings.
· Join a small team of voluntary drivers

Requirements:
· Commitment to some Friday evenings.
· Valid clean driving license.
· Fit, aged 25-75.
· PHAB provides Safeguarding and Basic First Aid Training.

Join the PHAB team, help others stay connected, enjoying meeting friends and having fun. Make a difference - apply today!

Contact Ann Hart on 01937 573 722or email ann.hartphab@btinternet.com
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	SEND parent carer monthly information drop-in
A monthly drop in for parents and carers to speak to services to receive information and advice about what is available in Leeds to support their family.

· Leeds Local Offer
· SENDIASS
· Leeds Parent Carer Forum
· Carers Leeds
· Child Health and Disability Team (CHAD)
· Leeds Speech and Language Service

Dates and times of drop in
· Wednesday 15th October 2025, 10.30 till 12.30 at Otley Social Club, Hollin Gate, LS21 2DP 

· Wednesday 19th November 2025, 10.30 till 12.30 at The Welcome Centre, Belle Isle Rd, Belle Isle, Leeds, LS10 3DN (signposted St John and St Barnabas Church)

Each drop in will host a workshop for parents and carers. 

Book your place at the drop in here: https://surveys.leeds.gov.uk/s/InfoDropIn/

If you require further information about the drop in sessions please email LLO@leeds.gov.uk or join the Leeds Local Offer facebook group.


	Family Hubs SEND parent drop ins
Family hubs are designed to support families by bringing together a range of services into one easy-to-access space. Whether you need parenting advice, health support, education guidance, or help navigating local services, our family hubs are here to help.

Family hubs act as a vital link between families and community support, offering a holistic approach to meet individual family needs. They are also a space where families can connect with others in their community.

The SEND Coordinators within the Family Hubs are hosting SEND parent drop ins: 

Outer West Family Hub
Last Thursday of the month, 9am till 12pm at Horsforth Library. 

Inner West Family Hub
Last Wednesday of the month, 9.30am till 12pm at Armley Community Hub. 

Book your place now
Book your place by calling 0113 5350185 or emailing family.hubs@leeds.gov.uk quoting the drop in you would like to book a place for, upon booking you will be allotted a time slot. 


	STARS training (parents and professionals)
These workshops aim to provide information for parents to support their autistic child at home. Training sessions will be delivered through Teams

For parents to book please email send@leeds.gov.uk with your name, email and training date you would like to be booked on.

For professionals to book please do this via Leeds for Learning. 

Sensory support in the home
Wednesday 5th November 2025, 9.45 till 11.15

This session will give a brief introduction to sensory processing and regulation, exploring its importance in supporting the wellbeing of autistic children and young people. The session will also offer advice around sensory support strategies that can be implemented in the home.

Preparation for adulthood: friends, relationships and community 
Wednesday 3rd December 2025, 9.45 till 11.15

This session is suitable for parents and professionals who are currently supporting children and young people to develop healthy friendships and relationships. We will be exploring the factors that can present challenges for autistic and ND children and young people and how to effectively promote positive social inclusion, consent and how to navigate the social world safely in the early years through to early adulthood.
We will be exploring and sharing key resources and approaches to promote healthy social opportunities for children and young people.


	Careers Fair at Leeds City Museum
As part of Discover Creative Careers week Leeds City Museum will be hosting a careers fair on Friday 21st November 10am till 2.30pm.

Students can meet professionals from creative industries, education settings and support services, all of which have a focus on resources for learners with additional needs. This will include, Leeds City Council Employment and Skills, Through the Maze, Pyramid, Careers for All and Mind the Gap to name but a few.

To make the event more accessible, groups will book onto 30-minute slots with a maximum capacity of 40 students. Students may also explore the museum (it’s free) and attend a workshop or question and answer session to fill their day.

A visual story of the event and an info pack covering all the stalls will be sent out prior to the event to allow students to familiarise themselves with the building and exhibitors before they attend.

If you wish to book a group to attend, please email carl.newbould@leeds.gov.uk
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opportunities for young people, parents and carers to have their voices heard. 

	Parent carer support group network event – book your place now!
· Thursday 23rd October 2025
· 10am till 12.30pm
· Pudsey Civic Hall, Dawsons Corner, Stanningley, LS28 5TA

The parent carer support group network is coordinated by the Leeds Parent Carer Forum and Voice, Influence and Change Team, LCC. The network comprises of representatives from SEND parent carer support groups in Leeds.

This event is parents and carers in Leeds to:
· Hear from the Leeds Parent Carer Forum.
· Hear about the new Family Hubs.  
· Hear about RADAR and Short Breaks. 
· Network with other parent carer support groups and hear about their groups, activities and events for families.

Book your place at https://surveys.leeds.gov.uk/s/PCFEvent/ 


	Leeds SEND Youth Council
The Leeds SEND Youth Council is a group of fifteen young people aged 11 to 25 years old with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) who live in Leeds or attend school in Leeds.

What is involved? 
· A group of young people aged 11 to 25 years old with special educational needs and disabilities in Leeds.
· They meet twice a month online or in person.  
· They work on campaigns and projects they are passionate about.  
· Different teams and services from across the city visit the group, provide information and seek their views about what is happening in Leeds for young people with SEND.
· There are opportunities to take part in other youth voice opportunities to influence SEND services in Leeds.

What are the benefits? 
· Learn about and contribute to improving SEND services for young people in Leeds.
· Learn new skills and build new friendships.
· Share ideas and experiences with decision makers.
· Have your say and make a difference!

To get involved email VIC@leeds.gov.uk 

More information about the SEND Youth Council can be found here. 


	Inclusive mainstream practice: survey for parents and carers
This survey aims to gather feedback from parent and carers about their experiences with the support provided to children and young people with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) in mainstream educational settings. Your responses will help us understand what is working well and where improvements can be made.
This year we plan to launch our Inclusive mainstream practice guidance. This survey will be repeated annually to help measure the impact.
It should take you about 5 minutes to answer all the questions. The last day that you can respond is Friday 10th October 2025.
click here to complete the survey
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resources, opportunities, and events.

	Request to schools
The Leeds Local Offer website (www.leedslocaloffer.org.uk) is for those 0-25 with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) and has been operational since  September 2014.

The Leeds Local Offer is a single place where young people with SEND, their parents and carers and professionals can find out about services that are available in Leeds. It is not just a directory of services, it is the unique place where young people with SEND and their families can provide suggestions for improving services and for new services they need.

The SEND Code of Practice outlines our legal obligations in terms of what we are required to include on the SEND Local Offer website, and what the Education, Health and Social Care offers in the city should include.

To ensure that we meet our legal obligations we are asking schools to:

1) check that their school appears on the Leeds Local Offer website. You can do this by using the search facility and searching for your school 

2) complete the schools information checklist about your school website before the 30th November 2024. You can complete the checklist here: https://surveys.leeds.gov.uk/s/SchoolsLLO/

If you have any questions about the Leeds Local Offer or the information you are required to have on your school website please contact us at LLO@leeds.gov.uk 


	Free webinar: school food matters
School Food Matters is running a free webinar to give school staff advice on how they can use their school garden over autumn and winter, so that children and young people can get involved in gardening right from the beginning of the new school year! We’ll also be sharing essential knowledge and resources to give school staff the confidence to begin their school growing journey. 

Join us on Monday 6th October at 4pm or share with colleagues interested in starting or managing their school garden this Autumn/Winter!  

Click here to register and find out more.


	Free trees for schools through Leeds City Council's Woodland Creation Scheme!
The Woodland Creation team are excited to launch our new winter tree giveaway offer for Leeds schools!  Bundles of 50, 100 or 150+ trees can be collected from The Arium over winter, for you to plant in your school grounds - and they are absolutely free! There are different bundles available - hedging, mini woodlands, wild harvest, wet woodlands, wildlife-friendly or ornamental - so you can pick the right one for your setting. 

The tree giveaway is part of our fantastic year-round offer for Leeds schools: 
Our AUTUMN seed gathering sessions are already under way, with up to 1,000 Leeds school children heading to their local green spaces to collect tree seeds and learn all about seed dispersal and the importance of trees. 

New for this year, our WINTER tree giveaway gives schools the chance to help combat climate change and help wildlife by planting trees within their school grounds. Please contact woodlandcreation@leeds.gov.uk if you'd like to sign up!

In SUMMER groups who have taken part in the tree giveaway are invited to visit our amazing plant nursery at The Arium for a free tour and activities in the grounds.

You can out more about this scheme in our Tree for Schools information pack, which is available from the Woodland Creation Scheme page here on Leeds for Learning (link below). You can also access our FREE Woodland Creation education pack for schools, with activities relating to climate change and woodlands for KS1-KS4.  


	STARS training (parent and professionals)
The STARS workshops aim to provide slides and resources that can be used to deliver the training to their school’s parents.

For professionals to book a place on the training sessions of your choice please book via this link SLA Online

Training sessions will be delivered through Teams. 

Virtual schools AET leadership, inclusion and structural reasonable adjustments (tier 3) 
· Date: Thursday 6th November 2025
· Time: 9am till 12.30pm 
· Venue: online
· Cost: £154

LIVE - STARS Visual Supports in Primary 
· Date: Thursday 13th November 2025
· Time: 10am till 12pm 
· Venue: Technorth, Chapel Allerton
· Cost: £79

Virtual STARS An Introduction to Intensive Interaction Training 
· Date: Thursday 13th November 2025
· Time: 1.30pm till 3pm 
· Venue: Online
· Cost: £63

Virtual AET early years developing good autism practice (tier 2)
· Date: Thursday 4th December 2025
· Time: 9am till 1pm 
· Venue: Online
· Cost: £154

All places are to be booked via Leeds for Learning. 
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