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Welcome to the April 2025 edition of the Leeds Local Offer ebulletin. 

The ebulletin is an opportunity for us to share with you an update for the Leeds Area SEND and AP Partnership Board, service updates, opportunities and events for children, young people, parents, carers and professionals. 

We encourage you to share the information within your teams and with children, young people and families you are working with. 

· Service updates
· Events and groups for families
· Voice and influence opportunities 
· Professionals – resources, opportunities and events 

Previous editions of the ebulletin can be found here: https://tinyurl.com/LLObulletin 

If you have any stories, service updates, groups or events that you would like us to feature in a future issue you can send them to me at LLO@leeds.gov.uk. 
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Service updates / information

	Independent Travel Training (ITT)
The Independent Travel Training  (ITT) Team at Leeds City Council are excited to launch their brand-new video, created to support young people with additional needs and their families who are thinking about taking part in travel training. 

The video features families of students who have taken part in ITT, sharing their real-life experiences and the positive impact it has had on their children’s independence. It also includes insights from the travel training team, answering common questions and concerns that families and young people may have. 

What is ITT?
ITT is a service that offers eligible young people and adults training and support if they want to learn how to travel independently between home and school or college.

We understand that taking the first step towards independent travel can be a big decision. This video is designed to offer clear, honest, and practical information to help you feel informed and reassured. 

Watch the video now and discover how ITT could benefit you or your child by clicking here

If you would like your child to take part in ITT and want to see if they are eligible, please contact Independent Travel Training Leeds ITTLeeds@leeds.gov.uk.


	Leeds MindMate Neurodiversity information hub: new content
MindMate our excited to share their newly structured, detailed content about autism on the Neurodiversity Information Hub, the one stop digital information resource for neurodivergence in children and young people across Leeds, and beyond. 

Updates include:

1. Autism - MindMate – introduction to autism, including our downloadable ‘quick guide’, and book recommendations and recommended external links.

1. Autism and Communication - MindMate – detailed, neuro-affirming information on autistic communication and social interaction styles.

1. Autism strengths and challenges - MindMate – including downloadable ‘iceberg’ posters showing potential externalised and internalised strengths and challenges experienced in autism.

1. Autism and sensory processing - MindMate – sensory processing differences in autism, with a link to our detailed Sensory processing & ND - MindMate page. 

1. Autism emotions and anxiety - MindMate – find out more about emotions and anxiety in autistic individuals and support strategies.

1. Autism assessment and diagnosis - MindMate – assessment and diagnosis of autism, with a link to our ND assessment and diagnosis - MindMate page. 

If you have any feedback about the ND Info Hub, please do complete the feedback survey. 


	Supported Internships
Do you have a special educational need and/or a disability?
Are you aged 16-24 with an EHCP?
Would you like to take the next steps towards meaningful employment?

A supported internship might be for you. 

Supported internships are meaningful work placements, supported by a job coach and education provider, with the aim paid employment. 

To find out more watch the video, visit the Leeds Local Offer website and email esemployers@leeds.gov.uk


	Men’s mental health: a conversation 
Listen to the latest podcast from MindMate Leeds: Men’s Mental Health: A conversation.

MindMate Ambassadors Kaiden and Feli talk with Damian, who runs the Men’s Health Unlocked Project, about what interests in them in men’s mental health and why it is so important.
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	Virtual Leeds Local Offer Live 
The Leeds Local Offer website provides information about services for children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) and their parents and carers in one place. 

Leeds Local Offer Live is a market place event that provides families with the opportunity to find out more about SEND services in Leeds. 

Following the 2025 Leeds Local Offer Live event we have created a ‘virtual’ version of the event for families who were unable to attend. 

Visit our virtual Leeds Local Offer Live to hear about the services in attendance at this years event.


	SEND parent carer monthly information drop-in
A monthly drop in for parents and carers to speak to services to receive information and advice about what is available in Leeds to support their family.

· Leeds Local Offer
· SENDIASS
· Leeds Parent Carer Forum
· Carers Leeds
· Child Health and Disability Team (CHAD)
· Leeds Speech and Language Service

Dates and times of drop in
· Wednesday 2nd April, 10.30 till 12.30 at NSPCC, 5th Floor, St John’s Offices, Albion Street, LS2 8LQ 
· Wednesday 21st May, 10.30 till 12.30 at Plus Net, 17 Marlborough Street, Leeds, LS1 4PE  (free parking)

Each drop in will host a workshop for parents and carers. 

If you require further information about the drop in sessions please email LLO@leeds.gov.uk or join the Leeds Local Offer facebook group.


	SEND Next Choices: getting ready for adult life
Tuesday 24th June 2025 at Leeds First Direct Arena

This event will bring together a wide range of organisations who can answer your queries about what to do next if you have a special educational need and/or a disability. Find out about jobs, training, apprenticeships, college courses, supported internships, voluntary work, leisure activities, finances, benefits and organisations who can help you.

Young people, parents, carers, teachers and support workers are all welcome!

Book your free ticket here. 


	SNAPS Superhero Challenge
1. Sunday, 29th June 2025
1. 10.30am to 12.30pm
1. John Charles Centre for Sport, Middleton Grove, Leeds
1. Registration: click here to register

This accessible and inclusive ‘fun run’ style family event gives children with additional needs the chance to feel like a superhero for the day. 

All ages and abilities are welcome, and child can decide on their own distance target around the 400m athletics track. Those requiring an accessibility aid such as a wheelchair, walker or pushchair can also wheel their way around.

All children will be cheered on to the finish line where they will each receive their own challenge medal and goodie bag. As well as the zoom around the track, we will have lots of  fun activities, including: 
1. Superhero meet and greet
1. Bouncy castle
1. Inclusive football sessions with Leeds United Foundation and rugby with Leeds Rhinos Foundation coaches
1. Fire and Rescue Service and Police
1. Face painting
1. Silent disco
1. Craft and sensory activities
1. Games
1. Lots more surprises!

Families can register for the Superhero Challenge for free if they commit to raising £47 or more in sponsorship. This would support the cost of a physiotherapy session for a child with additional needs.

Alternatively, tickets cost £12 per child if you would prefer not to fundraise (adults are free).


	Communication Matters International AAC Conference 2025
8th & 9th September at the University of Leeds

The Communication Matters International AAC Conference is the UK’s leading annual Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC) event bringing together researchers, professionals, suppliers and AAC users, their families and carers for a diverse programme of keynotes, plenaries, presentations, posters and networking opportunities.

This year we are delighted to announce a few small changes and some new exciting new additions including:
  
· Pre-Conference Relaxed Exhibition: on the afternoon of 7th September, we will be providing a time for conference delegates and the community who need a quieter and less busy space to meet with suppliers.
· [bookmark: _Int_pyKZimq9]AAC Awards: on the evening of 8th September, we will be hosting our biennial event celebrating all forms of communication, the people who use AAC, and the professionals, families and suppliers that support them. We are certain the awards, dinner and dancing will prove to be a fun and exciting night for all!
· Post-Conference Research Study Day: this additional day on 10th September is open to conference delegates and others who are interested in research focused strands delivered by an international cohort of researchers and academics.  
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opportunities for young people, parents and carers to have their voices heard. 

	Children’s Transport is consulting on its draft post 16 transport policy statement 2025 to 2026
Draft post 16 transport policy statement 2025 to 2026 | Leeds.gov.uk

Local Authorities have a duty to publish an annual post-16 transport policy statement that gives information about the support with transport and travel arrangements available for students aged 16-18 attending 6th form, college or employment with training. There is additional support for young people aged 19 - 25 who have Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND).

The annual post-16 transport policy statement includes information about:
· assistance available for post-16 learners with SEND, and how to apply
· the types of concessionary travel tickets that can be purchased 
· bursaries available from colleges
· where to find the council's Children’s Transport policy
· assistance available for young people in post-16 learning
· sustainable modes of travel to school
· relevant contact telephone numbers and links to websites

The statement is intended to provide clarity for parents/carers and young people in a wide range of circumstances and to ensure that young people with particular and significant needs know how to seek support. Eligible young people with SEND will continue to be entitled to support as set out in the Children and young people's transport policy December 2024 

We’re keen to hear the view of parents, carers, young people and other stakeholders about how clear the draft policy statement is. 

Please note that it is the transport policy statement that is being reviewed, not the transport policy. The consultation is open now and closes on Friday 2nd May 2025. Please feel free to forward details of the consultation to any families with whom you work who might be interested in having their say. 

To take part in the consultation, please click here: Draft post-16 transport policy statement consultation survey 

And finally, as we in Children’s Transport are proud to offer independent travel training (ITT) to eligible children and young people, we’re excited to announce the recent launch of our new video which highlights the benefits that ITT can offer to children, young people and their parents and carers. The video can be found on our Children’s Transport’s ITT webpage.


	Opportunity for young adults 18 to 25 years old with SEND 
Scope in Leeds and Leeds Youth Voice are looking to meet young adults in Leeds aged 18 to 25.
As part of Disability Celebration month in July, we want to hold inclusive, fun activities for young disabled adults at our city centre hub. 

Come along, share your ideas and help us plan our Disability Celebration event. 

· When: Tuesday 8 April, 5pm until 6.30pm
· Where: Scope Leeds Community Hub, Dock Street, LS10 1JF

You can book a place using our Eventbrite page, or you can email us at leeds@scope.org.uk . 
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resources, opportunities, and events.

	Develop your skillset and experience as a professional with the Open Awards Level 2 award in Skills for Teaching Independent Travel
As a qualified travel trainer, you are equipped to support and teach people with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) to travel independently. Travel independence is essential when preparing people for independence, as it develops life skills and builds confidence. 

Leeds City Council can deliver the Open Awards Level 2 award in Skills for Teaching Independent Travel training course, over a period of two days at locations across the United Kingdom including our office space in Leeds City Centre. 

Our next courses that have spaces are:
1. Central London 4-5th June 
1. Leeds City Centre 28th-29th May
1. Available monthly to deliver to a group at your location from April 2025

Our experience
Leeds City Council's qualified trainers have:
1. 15+ years managing an ITT (Independent Travel Training) service
1. worked closely with service users and staff in Children and Adult Services
1. trained thousands of people to travel independently – see our video for further info Independent Travel Training
1. trained hundreds of councils, education settings and third sector organisations to deliver ITT 
1. and are nationally recognised as being leaders in the field of ITT, being Transport for London’s course provider of choice

Course content
The Skills for Teaching Independent Travel training:
1. teaches delegates how to problem solve during travel training
1. teaches delegates how to understand and implement the processes for teaching independent travel
1. includes a practical activity which enables delegates to risk assess routes
1. offers a valuable networking opportunity with likeminded individuals in your field
1. find out more about the course on Open Awards website here

Prices
Our prices from April 2025:
1. start from £450 per person

Our training course has also received glowing reviews from participants who have praised its effectiveness in enhancing their skills and knowledge:     
       
“The training was extremely useful and helpful to me. I was able to take a lot of information back to my team at Greenwich and felt it is going to be very beneficial for us to begin our in-house travel training for the future.”        
     
“Well structured, well delivered and extremely helpful.”             
“Amazing trainer's knowledge supported with real life examples when real situations were discussed and learned from. Thank you, great training.”             

If you are interested in the course or would like to find out more, please email ITTLeeds@leeds.gov.uk.


	Survey for professionals: eating issues experienced by children and young people
West Yorkshire Provider Collaborative want to understand the full scope of eating issues experienced by children and young people, and what services mean by 'complex' young people (0–25-year-olds) within West Yorkshire. 

The focus will be looking at more than what would be classed as presentations that might require mental health support.
 
The areas of focus are:
· Young people who experience an eating disorder/disordered eating or other eating issues.
· Young people who are described as 'complex' by services (does not need to have experienced any eating issues/eating disorders/disordered eating).
 
The information you tell us, will be used to make services better, by sharing:
· Incidence and Prevalence - What are the needs of young people.
· What works well.
· What needs to be better.
· Services offered by organisations to support these young people and professionals who work with them.  
· How we can work better together as an Integrated Care System.
 
The information you give us will be kept anonymous, this means we will not use any information that will let other people know who you are. 
 
Survey Feedback - 5 mins - 10 mins 
 
VCSE - Eating disorder/disordered eating.
VCSE - ‘Complex’ Children and Young People.
 
Education- Eating disorder/disordered eating.
Education - 'Complex' Children and Young People.
 
Primary Care - Eating disorder/disordered eating.
Primary Care - 'Complex' Children and Young People.
 
Social Care - Eating disorder/disordered eating.
Social Care - 'Complex' Children and Young People.


	Barnardos Positive Identities
Safe Zone Training (LGBTQ+ Awareness)
Our Safe Zone LGBTQ+ awareness training packages can be tailored to suit your organisation’s needs and the needs of your children and young people. We also run workshops for children and young people, as well as training for professionals who work with them.

Upon completion of our core LGBTQ+ training, you can also book us to train your team on more bespoke areas such as trans and gender identity, primary/secondary school specific and faith and belief - to name a few. Please click here to view and download our full brochure of training offers.

Safe Space Award
Upon completion of Safe Zone training, you can now apply for a Safe Space Award for your organisation. 
The Positive Identities Safe Spaces Award recognises schools, services and organisations making significant progress in LGBTQ+ inclusion in the workplace and for their children, young people and families. It emphasises the need for safe, respectful, and valued environments for all, regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity. The award encourages further efforts toward inclusivity and shares best practices to inspire others. 
For more information on supporting or participating in this initiative, click here.

If you would like further information on any of the above, please email positive.identities@barnardos.org.uk 
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